
	
	RESEARCH DEGREE EXAMINATION

JOINT REPORT OF EXAMINERS

Candidates for PhD


Name of Candidate: 


Title of Thesis: 


Name of External Examiner: 


Name of Internal Examiner: 


Date of Oral Examination: 


SECTION A - RECOMMENDATIONS (tick the relevant box to indicate overall recommendation)
1.   The Candidate be awarded the degree of PhD
1.1.
The candidate be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy without further work.

□
1.2
The candidate be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy subject to minor amendments
□

to the text made within 3 months and to the satisfaction of the internal examiner.
2.   The Candidate be permitted to re-submit for the degree of PhD
2.1 
The candidate must make major amendments to the satisfaction of the examiners and

□

re- submit the revised thesis within 6 months without a further oral examination.
2.2
The candidate has failed to satisfy the examiners at the oral examination but will be permitted
□

to revise and re-submit the thesis within 18 months without a further oral examination.
2.3
The candidate has failed to satisfy the examiners in the oral examination but will be permitted 
□

to re-present the same thesis within 6 months with a further oral examination.
2.4
The candidate has failed to satisfy the examiners at the oral examination but will be 

□

permitted to revise and re-submit the thesis within 18 months with a further oral examination.
3.   The Candidate be awarded/permitted to re-submit for the award of MPhil*
The candidate has failed to satisfy the examiners at the oral examination and will be invited to be
□
considered for the award of MPhil. 









* If this is the case please see further information on page 2..  If additional guidance is required the examiners are asked to consult the Graduate School before proceeding. 
4.  The Candidate be adjudged to have failed to satisfy the examiners for award of either MPhil or PhD
The candidate will not be permitted to re-submit for an MPhil or PhD.




□
EXAMINER SIGNATURES:

Name:…………………………………………..…             Signature:…………………………………………………

Name:……………………………………………..             Signature:………………………………………………...…
PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE VIVA

*Further information on option 3; candidates be awarded/permitted to re-submit for the award of MPhil
If the examiners determine that a candidate has not reached the standard required for the PhD degree, they shall consider whether the thesis does or might be able to satisfy the criteria for the award of the MPhil degree.
The examiners shall submit a report demonstrating either a) how the criteria for the MPhil are satisfied or b) what action would need to be taken in order for the criteria to be satisfied.

The following conditions and procedures will apply:

Either

· The candidate will be informed that they have been unsuccessful in gaining the PhD degree;

· It will be indicated to the candidate that they have reached the standard required# for the award of the MPhil degree. #Subject to minor amendments;
· The candidate will have a maximum of 2 months to indicate if they wish to be considered for the award of the MPhil degree;

· Any minor amendments should be made within 3 months and the thesis submitted to the examiners for  to confirm that the amendments are satisfactory;

· A candidate who wishes to be considered for the award of the MPhil degree will not be required to submit a new thesis or sit another oral examination.

Or

· If the thesis is inadequate but of sufficient merit to be considered for the award of MPhil degree, the candidate will be permitted to re-present their thesis in a revised form within 12 months;

· A further oral examination is at the discretion of the examiners. 

Where the examiners cannot agree upon a recommendation, then each examiner should complete a separate report indicating which recommendation s/he supports.
Please note in all cases where a candidate is required to make amendments to a thesis or to revise a thesis, it shall be the responsibility of the examiners to provide written details of the amendments and/or revisions required of the thesis. The examiners should attach a copy of this statement to this report. The report and attachment should be given directly to the candidate and a copy given to the Graduate School and the candidate’s academic supervisor.
Amended January 2016

EXAMINERS’ REPORT
Complete sections A – C and E unless this is a re-submission (complete section D (and E if appropriate))

Please return to the Graduate School within 2 weeks of the oral examination
Section B: General Requirements

1. Please comment upon the thesis itself by circling Yes or No below.
Does the thesis:

Form an integrated whole and present a coherent argument 

Yes/No
Give a critical assessment of the relevant literature 


Yes/No
Adequately describe the method of research 



Yes/No
Give a clear account of the results and findings



Yes/No
Include a full bibliography and references



Yes/No
Meet appropriate standards of literary presentation


Yes/No
Demonstrate the candidate has research skills relevant to the thesis
Yes/No
2. Please comment briefly on how the findings of the thesis;
Advance the study of the subject 
Form a distinct contribution to knowledge of the subject
Demonstrate evidence of originality by the discovery of new facts and/or by the exercise of independent critical power 
	


3. Please comment briefly on how the candidate has demonstrated;
A deep and synoptic understanding of the field of study

Objectivity 

The capacity for judgment in complex situations 
The capacity for autonomous work in that field 

	


4. Please confirm whether the thesis contains work deemed worthy of publication (not necessarily in its present form).
YES / NO
5. Please highlight any particular strengths and weaknesses of the thesis (You may cross reference to the sections above for simplicity)

Section C: Report on the Oral Examination

Please give a report on the candidate’s performance in the oral examination


Section D: Report on a Re-submitted Thesis
Examiners are asked that, whenever possible, they come to a joint decision about a re-submitted thesis within 3 months.  If this is not going to be feasible, please contact the Research Degrees Officer as soon as possible after receiving the thesis to discuss how much additional time will be required.
Are you satisfied with the re-submitted thesis                                    Yes    □       No    □
If ‘No’, please either select the length of time the candidate should be given to complete the recommended amendments.  Please note that whilst examiners can recommend a second opportunity to re-submit a revised PhD thesis for the degree within 6 or 18 months, they are asked to be cautious about doing so, and in particular to consider the currency of the research. 
1 month    □             3 months    □              
Revise & Re-submit for a PhD                   6 months    □         18 months    □   
Or 

*Recommend award of the MPhil degree

*Recommend award of the MPhil degree after minor revisions to be completed within 3 months

*Recommend the thesis is re-presented for award of the MPhil degree within 12 months *with/without an oral examination
Please see page 2 for guidance on recommending a re-submitted PhD thesis for the MPhil degree
*The candidate has been adjudged to have failed to satisfy the examiners for award of either MPhil or PhD

*delete as appropriatePlease summarise how the candidate has addressed the areas of weakness identified in your previous report 



Section E: Approval of Thesis Amendments

If the candidate is required to make minor amendments to the revised/re-submitted thesis, please confirm who will approve the amendments (please tick one of the below options):
Internal Examiner    □          External Examiner    □          Both Examiners    □          Supervisor    □
Please note that if the candidate is required to make major amendments to the thesis, both examiners should approve the amendments.
SIGNATURES:

Internal Examiner: 

Name:………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………..
Signature:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Institution:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Date:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
External Examiner:

Name:………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………..

Signature:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Institution:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Date:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...





















